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Summary

Medical science is one of the fields that continually develop. This made
doctors obliged professionally to accommodate these changes and to be
aware of new technologies and medicines. The nature of the medical field
did not affect only doctors’ responsibilities, but it has an impact on the na-
ture of laws that regulates this field to be flexible and changeable to over-
come any changes or development.

The Saudi protocol of practicing medical profession dated 24/11/1426 H,
and its regulation 1427H reflect the nature of the medical field. It comes to
explain the duties and the obligations of the practitioners. In addition, it
state the civil and criminal liabilities, it stresses on the responsibilities to-
wards patients to provide the expected standard health care.

This thesis focuses on the civil liability of doctors in Saudi Arabia. The im-
portance of this subject raise form the changing of the nature of the rela-
tionship between doctor and patient, as it become more commercial rela-
tionship especially when talking about the privet health sector. As well as,
the poor health service provided from the public health sector.

The thesis discuses doctor’s civil liability in two aspects. The theoretical
aspect, which raises different questions about the nature of this liability, the
different types, doctors duties. Then it explains the required elements to es-
tablish doctor’s civil liability, and how to prove it. Then it explains the ju-
dicial procedures. The thesis also, highlights the legal obstacles and loop-
holes that may affect the patient rights to have compensation.

The second aspect of the study is practical, it provide some case studies
from Saudi Arabia. The practical aspect examines the judicial principles,
Proceedings and investigations. It also evaluates the role of the existing
health commissions and its decisions.
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The thesis concludes by suggesting the following:

101

1) The need to establish a supreme medical council, which can be under
the supervision of the Ministry of Health, or the Ministry of Higher
Education. The role of this body is to conduct workshops and con-
ferences because educating doctors consequently will help in de-
creasing the number of medical malpractice. As well as, the role of
this body is to set clear health policies that improve medical care.

2) Encouraging and activating the role of the media to educate the pub-
lic about their medical rights, and the judicial procedures in case
these rights were violated.

3) The need to have a national record which systematically records all
cases of medical malpractice according to the type and how many
cases occurs each year. That will help to educates doctors and pa-
tients in understanding what to be consider an offence.

4) The need to regain the trust between patients and the health sector.

5) A clear and fair compensation that cover all type of damages.
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